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STATISTICAL RESULTS OF COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK, 1923. 


During 1925 cooperative extension work was carried on by 3,412 
county extension agents, who were assisted by the equivalent of 700 
sub ject-matter specialists employed on a tull-time basis. Tne stat- 
istical information contained in this circular is tased on the armual 
report of 3,338 county extension agents, who reported on all coopera- 
tive extension work done in their respective counties. 


Table 1.- Number of County Extension Agents Employed and Number Reporting. 


+ Number employed : Numoer of reports 
Kind of extension agent. gains gv 8 an Se ie ra included in 
: pee: 1923 summary. 


«a ** 


OUOUY AZOULS See scncarecavecwrcnes 2 2,146" Sige t 
Peet GO ON) see wn cen eseeens 2 164 : 156 

Total numoer of county agents ..: 2,410 : 2,a00 
Home demonstration agents ........ : 852* : 852 
Negro agents (women) ....---.se08 3 aa : 96 

Total mumber of home demon- ; as 

BULALLON AZENCS sescisexvecses $ 949 : 948 

Number of county cluo agents ..... : 153 : 137 
Total mumber of all agents wrveses } 3,412 : 3,538 


*Includes assistant agents. 


National Program or Work. 


The number of county extension agents reporting extension Work on 
the various projects and lines of work indicates, in a general Way, the 
national program of cooperative extension Work in 1923. From figure 1 it 
Will be noted that of the 3,338 agents whose annual reports are included 
in the 1923 statistical swumary, 1,980 reported work in soils, 1,803 
reported work with corn, 1,227 with wheat, 1,212 with oats, 1,427 with 
alfalfa, 1,563 with soybeans, 1,080 with sweet clover, 1,365 wita pota- 
toes, and 753 with cotton. 
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Fig. |. Number of county extension agents reporting extension work in the various subject-matter lines of work in 1923. 
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Extension work with tree fruits was reported by 1,866 agents, 
bush and small fruits by 827 agents, market gardening by 856 agents, 


home gardening by 1,015 agents and beautifying home grounds by 795 
agents. 


A total of 2,270 agents reported work in dairying, 1,152 report- 
ed work with beef cattle, 872 with sheep, 1,866 with swine, and 2,491 
agents reported work witn poultry. 


Rural engineering, including drainage, terracing, land clearing, 
and general farm mechanics, was reported by 1,862 agents.» Work with 
rodents was reported by 486 agents, and with grasshoppers and other 
insects by £01 agents. 


Agents to the number of 1,015 reported extension work in farm 
Management, and 1,322 reported extension work in marketing. 


Extension work in food selection was reported by 1,028 agents, 
bread making by 719 agents, meal preparation by 673, child feeding and 
care by 576, and food preservation by 1,028. 


Clothing construction was reported by 1,265 agents, and millinery 
by 744 agents. Extension work in home health and sanitation was report- 
ed by 674 agents, while 1,010 agents reported work in the various pnases 
of household menagement and home furnishings. 


“Tne relative importance of tne various projects and lines of work, 
as measured by tae proportion of time of tae county extension agents 
and specialists devoted to each is shown in figure 2- In all cases, me 
time includes the entire time of the county extension agents spent in 
the office and in the field and the time spent oy the sudject-matter 
specialists in the cowmties, assisting the county extension agents. It 
does not include the time spent by subject-matter specialists in travel 
and in tne State extension office or in field work in counties not em- 
ploying county extension agents. Work in soil fertility occupied 2-4 
per cent or tne time of the agents and specialists. Field crops received 
15-9 per cent of the agents! and ssecialists! tine, horticulture 5.6 er 
cent, forestry -2 per cent, animal husbandry 8-5 per cent, duirying 5:5 
per cent, poultry 7-9 per cent, rural ergineering 2 per cent, rodents and 
miscellaneous insects 1.2 per cent, agricultural economics 4.4 per cent, 
foods and nutrition 6.3 per cent, clotaing 6.4 per cent, nome necalth and 
Sanitation .9 per cent, household management and home furnisnings 2 per 
cent, and community activities 3.4 per cent. Of tre agents! tine and tae 
time of tae specialists spent in the field, 29«5 per cent was reportea as 
occupied by miscellaneous work, including time spent on extension organ- 
ization, the nandling of general correspondence, tne making of reports, 
attendance at miscellaneous meetings, and tne like, much of which douot- 
less mignt have been charged against tne various projects. 
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Demonstrations. 


The number of adult result demonstrations completed or carried 
through the year and the number of boys and girls completing the work 
undertaken in the various projects or lines of work are shown in fig- 
ure 3. With adults, poultry takes the lead with 65 2,009 demonstrations. 
Food preservation comes next with 62,476, followed by food selection 


with 57,003, clothing construction with 46,177, home gardens 37,725, 


and soils 34,550. The largest number of junior demonstrations is with 
clothing construction, 67,294. Poultry is next with 50,043, followed 
by food preservation with 48 B25, swine with 28,313, home gardens 26,823, 
bread making 24,206, corn 17,293. and meal preparation 16,591. In all, 
721,448 completed demonstrations were conducted with adults, and 428,745 
completed demonstrations were conducted by juniors. In comoaring the 
Junior demonstrations with the adult demonstrations, it should te kept 
in mind that the junior are usually much simpler in character than the 
adult. 


Practices Adopted 


Definite results can not be said to have been accomplished in 
extension work until the farmers and the farm women have incorporated 
in the management of their farms and homes the imoroved practices 
brought to their attention through publicity, meetings, edult demonstra- 
tions, junior demonstrations, correspondence, farm visits, office calls, 
and the various means and agencies employed in extension work. The 
number of farms or homes adopting ae practices in 1923 a 
of extension work is shown in figure 4. Jarketing lea 7 
farms or homes reached through 6,26e associations cefiz 
by the extension forces. Soil- fertility extension wo 
425,009 farms. A total of 315,569 farms adovted one or more improved 
dairy practices. Poultry extension work influenced 309,719 farms. 
Better practices in food selection were taken uo in 285, "95 55 eR 
Better methods in food preservation were adovted in 284,639 homes. 
Clothing construction effectively reached 207,889 homes. Inmoroved 
practices in corn growing were adopted on 171,080 farms and so on for 
the other subject-matter lines of work. 

* 
Spread of Influence. 


in order to bring out the difference in the effort reouired to 
modify farm practices in various lines of work, e commarison of »srojects 
is sometimes made on the basis of the ratio of the number of farms or 
homes adopting practices to the number of demonstrations conducted in 
each line of work. Another method of making such a comparison, shovm in 
figure 5, is on the basis of the number of farms or homes adopting im- 
proved practices per day of time devoted to the various lines of work 
by the county extension agents and the subject-iratter specialists. 
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Fig. 5. Number of result demonstrations conducted in 1923 by county extension agents with the assistance of subject-matter specialists. 
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Fig. 5. - Number of farms or homes adopting better practices per day of time devoted to projects 
by agents and specialists during 1923. 
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The number of farms or homes per day of time is undoubtedly too high 

in all cases. This is due to the fact that only the field work of the 
subject-matter specialists is included and to the large amount of time, 
29.5 per cent, devoted to miscellaneous work, mucn of which doubtless 
contributed directly to the effectiveness of extension work on projects. 
This, Aowever, does not affect tne relationship of one project to another. 


‘The large returns per day of time devoted to agricultural economics, 30.6, 


is partially accounted for by the fact tnat marketing work is largely car-~ 
ried out tarovgh cooperative associations. The other lines of work in the 
high group are, soils with 16.1 farms reached per day, rodents and miscel- 
laneous insects 16.5, home health and sanitation 15.5, and foods and nv-- 
trition 16.9. 


The middle group includes field crops with 8.6, horticulture 7.9, 
dairying 6.8, rural engineering 6.«6, and clothing 7.1. 


In the low group are forestry with 3.5, animal husbandry 3.4, poul- 
try 4-7, and household management and home furnishings with 5.5 homes 
reached per day spent on project by agents and specialists. 

Statistical Summary. 


Table 2, page 12, gives a complete summary of extension activitics 


and accomplisnments of the county extension agents assisted by tne 


subject-matter specialists in 1923. The part taken by county agents, 
club agents, and home demonstration agents and the total of all agents 
are shown for every item. The mumber of each Kind of extension agent 
reporting on tae various items is also given. 


In table 3, page 26, the extension work in 1923 with boys and girls 
is brougnt togetner by projectse A total of 459,074 different boys and 
girls enrolled in junior desonstration work, and 249,416 of them com- 
pleted tae work outlined. These bdoys and girls undertook 722,508 demon- 
strations, of Waicn 428,746 were completed or carried tarough tne year 
Of tie 3,538 agents reporting, 2,747 or 82 per cent mentioned work wita 
boys and girls. 
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Table 3. ~ Extension Work wita Boys and Girls, 1923, 
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Extension Work with Boys.and Girls, 1923. 
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